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Do | need a permit to have a protest, march, demonstration or rally?

Bérkeley Municipal Code (BMC) 13.44 requires event organizers apply for and obtain a permit from the City to
conduct a street event. This includes any march, demonstration, assembly, parade, festival, street fair,
concert or any other gathering which takes place in a public street or right-of-way.

If the event applicant wishes to utilize amplified sound, a sound permit will also be required.

For more detailed information on applying for an event permit, we ask that you use these links:

City of Berkeley Event Policies and Procedures
City of Berkeley Street Event Permit Planning Guide
Berkeley Municipal Code relating to permits for StreetEvents

After completing the required paperwork, please file it at the:
Recreation Customer Service Hub - Willard

2701 Telegraph Ave.

Berkeley, CA 94705

510-981-5150

Consequences of unpermitted events :
Per BMC13.44.130, an intentional violation of this Chapter is a misdemeanor.

Question A: What's an intentional violation defined as? Knowing a permit was needed and not
doing s0? :

Should | call the police in advance of my event?
We would like o talk with organizers when you are planning your event. We can help you plan safe routes,.
provide safety tips, prepare to facilitate your event and answer any questions you might have about police
response. We can also establish a liaison (point of contact person) with your leadership, should you need
help during the event. We recommend regular communication with the police liaison during the event. ‘

- Please contact the Berkeley police Special Events Coordinator ahead of your event. They can be reached by
calling (510) 981-5821. ' ' :

Reflection: In general this seems reasonable and supportive. It does beg the question - is it
necessary? The language says, “We.would like to” but do I have to? Nothing seems to say you
have to. '

How can the police help?

Given enough notice, the Police Department may provide police officers. or parking enforcement officers to
control traffic to facilitate the protest or march. Additionally, the Berkeley Police Department may assign
officers to safeguard First Amendment activity. Officers may join the protest on bikes or on foot.

Reflection: | suspect this is well intentioned and helpful. | don’t find any reason to be at odds with
it...that said, transparency around officers “joining the protest” seems to be a point of communal
contention.

How can organizers improve protester pérticipant safety?

Establish safety monitors for crowd management and security. Discourage dangerous items from being
brought to the event (any item that can be used as a projectile or weapon). Make organizers and safety
monitors identifiable by wearing brightly colored matching armbands, hats or shirts. Inform your police liaison




Question: Are these the only things that call for a grounds to issue a dispersal order?

What if | am not part of the protest? Do | have to leave the area?

Yes. After a dispersal order is issued, anyone within earshot of the order is required by law to leave the area
to comply with the order. You are no longer allowed to remain together as a group. The order also applies to
those present who are not members of the group protesting, are just curious bystanders, or did not participate
in any of the activity that led to the issuance of the dispersal order.

Reflection: This is just standard information on how a dispersal order works.

What will happen if | don't disperse?

~ The police may make arrests for failure to disperse per Callfornla Penal Code section 409. Depending on the
circumstances, you may be cited or booked into jail and charged with a crime.” If necessary, the police may
use reasonable physical force to disperse the crowd. This may include the use of police batons, less than
lethal foam baton rounds, and CS gas (tear gas). These uses of force can cause physical discomfort,
significant pain and potential injury. '

Reflection: Fair warning about what to expect - if protest goes from march to planned civil
disobedience.

Should | try to stop people who are Idoting, lighting fires, causing damage or fighting?

We do not recommend physically confronting these elements in a crowd. This can be extremely dangerous.
Crowding around looters only slows police response. We recommend peaceful protesters back away and call
the police. Be a good witness, use your camera phones and, when possible get good pictures or videos of
the suspects. This is only helpful if you share the video with the police department or make it available
online.

BPD wants you to have safe protests. This may mean violent elements need to be arrested and removed
from the crowd. Violations of laws may result in detentions, citations, or arrests. Do not interfere with officers
trying to detain people or make arrests. No matter how chaotic the scene surrounding an arrest may appear,
please keep your distance and allow the officers to safely place someone in custody. While in public, it is
your Constitutional right to film or photograph officers taking action.

Reflection: This seems like a useful bit of information...especially around right to watch.

Why do the police want to keep protests off of the freeway and train tracks?

Entering a freeway or railroad right of way can be extremely dangerous. Entering the freeway could lead to
collisions between motorists and protesters and also between motorists trying to stop abruptly. At speed,
these collisions could cause serious damage, injury or prove fatal. Trains are large and may appear slow but
can move deceptively fast. Trains can take over a mile to stop once the engineer sees a problem on the track
and applies the brakes. However, when arriving in Berkeley, engineers may not have a mile long line of sight.
For these reasons, entering the freeway or train tracks can be extremely dangerous and is not advised.

Reflection: Yea. Sensible.

What do | need to know regarding labor actions?

Protesters may not block driveways or deny worker or vehicle access to businesses.

Protesters may not enter private property. Once asked to leave, noncompliant protesters are subject to
citation or arrest for trespassing. :




Event Planning Checklist : :
The Berkeley Police and City of Berkeley want to facilitate the safe expression of constitutionally protected
speech. We want to work in partnership with you to hold a safe and peaceful event. The following items are
things that we recommend you do to ensure a safe event.
Go to City of Berkeley Website
e Download and complete forms -
e File them at the Recreation Department
Contact the Police Department and Provide:
Purpose of protest
Date(s) and time of event
Location(s)
Route of march, if planhed
Estimated attendance
Organizing person or group
Number of organizers:
How to identify and contact organizers/monitors at the event (hats shirts, armbands)
What will they be wearing?
Will they have mobile phones?
Do you want symbolic arrests?
If so, where and when?
When adveértising on social media
e Inform people of date, time and location
e Encourage peaceful expression and lawful behavior by attendees
e Discourage certain items from being brought to the event
During the Event :
o Make organizers/monitors visible through clearly identifiable clothing
e Coordinate at the event with uniformed bicycle officers, they will help facilitate the event
e Stay on your planned march route, if applicable
e Maintain communication with officers throughout the event and notify them of any change in plans

Reflectioh: Interesting bit around the symbolic arrests component. That said, this checklist seems
very concise and straight-forward.




